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Subpart A—General

§25.101 Basis and scope.

(a) The rules and regulations in this
part are issued pursuant to the author-
ity contained in section 201(c)(11) of the
Communications Satellite Act of 1962,
as amended, section 501(c)(6) of the
International Maritime Satellite Tele-
communications Act, and titles |
through 111 of the Communications Act
of 1934, as amended.

(b) The rules and regulations in this
part supplement, and are in addition to
the rules and regulations contained in
or to be added to, other parts of this
chapter currently in force, or which
may subsequently be promulgated, and
which are applicable to matters relat-
ing to communications by satellites.

[28 FR 13037, Dec. 5, 1963, as amended at 56
FR 24015, May 28, 1991]

§25.102 Station
quired.

(a) No person shall use or operate ap-
paratus for the transmission of energy
or communications or signals by space
or earth stations except under, and in
accordance with, an appropriate au-
thorization granted by the Federal
Communications Commission.

(b) Protection from impermissible
levels of interference to the reception
of signals by earth stations in the
Fixed-Satellite Service from terrestrial
stations in a co-equally shared band is
provided through the authorizations
granted under this part.

[56 FR 24016, May 28, 1991]

authorization re-

§25.103 Definitions.

(@) Communications common carrier.
The term ‘‘communications common
carrier’” as used in this part means any
person (individual, partnership, asso-
ciation, joint-stock company, trust,
corporation, or other entity) engaged
as a common carrier for hire, in inter-
state or foreign communication by
wire or radio or in interstate or foreign
radio transmission of energy, including
such carriers as are described in sub-
section 2(b) (2) and (3) of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934, as amended, and,
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in addition, for purposes of subpart H
of this part, includes any individual,
partnership, association, joint-stock
company, trust, corporation, or other
entity which owns or controls, directly
or indirectly, or is under direct or indi-
rect common control with, any such
carrier.

(b) Authorized carrier. (1) Except as
provided in paragraph (b)(2) of this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘authorized carrier”
means a communications common car-
rier which is authorized by the Federal
Communications Commission under
the Communications Act of 1934, as
amended, to provide services by means
of communications satellites.

(2) For the purposes of subpart H of
this part, the term ‘“‘authorized car-
rier’” means a communications com-
mon carrier which is specifically au-
thorized or which is a member of a
class of carriers authorized by the
Commission to own shares of stock in
the corporation.

(c) Communications satellite corpora-
tion. (1) The terms ‘‘communications
satellite corporation’ or ‘“‘corporation”
as used in this part mean the corpora-
tion created pursuant to the provisions
of Title 11l of the Communications Sat-
ellite Act of 1962.

(2) The corporation shall be deemed
to be a common carrier within the
meaning of section 3(h) of the Commu-
nications Satellite Act of 1962.

(d) Communication-satellite earth sta-
tion complex. The term communication-
satellite earth station complex in-
cludes transmitters, receivers, and
communications antennas at the earth
station site together with the inter-
connecting terrestrial facilities (ca-
bles, lines, or microwave facilities) and
modulating and demodulating equip-
ment necessary for processing of traffic
received from the terrestrial distribu-
tion system(s) prior to transmission
via satellite and of traffic received
from the satellite prior to transfer of
channels of communication to terres-
trial distribution system(s).

(e) Communication-satellite earth sta-
tion complex functions. The communica-
tion-satellite earth station complex
interconnects with terminal equipment
of common carriers or authorized enti-
ties at the interface; accepts traffic
from such entities at the interface,

§25.104

processes for transmission via satellite
and performs the transmission func-
tion; receives traffic from a satellite or
satellites, processes it in a form nec-
essary to deliver channels of commu-
nication to terrestrial common carriers
or such other authorized entities and
delivers the processed traffic to such
entities at the interface.

(f) Interface. The point of inter-
connection between two distinct but
adjacent communications systems hav-
ing different functions. The interface
in the communication-satellite service
is that point where communications
terminal equipment of the terrestrial
common carriers or other authorized
entities interconnects with the ter-
minal equipment of the communica-
tion-satellite earth station complex.
The interface in the communication-
satellite service shall be located at the
earth station site, or if this is imprac-
ticable, as close thereto as possible.

[28 FR 13037, Dec. 5, 1963, as amended at 31
FR 3289, Mar. 2, 1966]

§25.104 Preemption of local zoning of
earth stations.

(a) Any state or local zoning, land-
use, building, or similar regulation
that materially limits transmission or
reception by satellite earth station an-
tennas, or imposes more than minimal
costs on users of such antennas, is pre-
empted unless the promulgating au-
thority can demonstrate that such reg-
ulation is reasonable, except that non-
federal regulation of radio frequency
emissions is not preempted by this sec-
tion. For purposes of this paragraph
(a), reasonable means that the local
regulation:

(1) Has a clearly defined health, safe-
ty, or aesthetic objective that is stated
in the text of the regulation itself; and

(2) Furthers the stated health, safety
or aesthetic objective without unneces-
sarily burdening the federal interests
in ensuring access to satellite services
and in promoting fair and effective
competition among competing commu-
nications service providers.

(b)(1) Any state or local zoning, land-
use, building, or similar regulation
that affects the installation, mainte-
nance, or use of a satellite earth sta-
tion antenna that is two meters or less
in diameter and is located or proposed
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